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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce power consumption and 
prevent the generation of optical brightness irregularities. 
SOLUTION: An inverter circuit 10 for driving a fluorescent tube 
100 for backlight is of a separate excitation type, and drive 
pulses P1, P2 are not generated by a drive pulse generator 1 in 
an image signal blanking period in which images are not 
displayed, so that the inverter circuit 10 is set in a 
non-actuated condition in the image signal blanking period to 
light off the fluorescent tube 1 00 for backlight. For each 
horizontal scan line of image signals, the drive pulses P1 r P1 of 
a different cyclic periods for each horizontal scan line are 
generated from oscillators 14a ( 14b by a reference signal which 
is synchronized with an integral multiples of the horizontal scan 
frequency, and the inverter circuit 10 is driven by the drive 
pulses P1, P2 to light the fluorescent tube 100 for backlight, 
thereby the optical brightness irregularities due to the 
fluorescent tube 100 is eliminated on a display surface. 
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